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University of Groningen

Founded in 1614

• 11 faculties
• 7,200 fte staff
• 180,000 alumni

• 33,000 students
• > 120 Master programmes
• > 45 Bachelor programmes

• 4,200 fte academic staff
• 522 full professors
• 4,600 PhD candidates
• 691 PhD theses
• 9,100 research publications



The Learning Management System
as student-centered hub for education

Our Blackboard history
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Digital exams

Lecturers
● 2 - 4 summative exams per year
● Use LMS for formative assessment
● Reuse formative questions for summative assessment
● Only need to get to know one system

Students
● Consistent experience for both formative and summative assessment

Blackboard as exam environment
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Blackboard as exam environment



Digital Exam usage
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The Learning Management System
as a future-proof environment

Tender in a changing world



Tender focus areas

● Partnership
● Lifelong learning
● Usability & Accessibility
● Student Portal functionality
● Exam functionality
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Blackboard, Canvas and Brightspace
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Study tour

University of Maryland (Canvas)
University of Maryland Baltimore County (Blackboard)
University of Ottawa (Brightspace)
Dublin University College (Brightspace)
University of Manchester (Canvas)
University of Northumbria (Blackboard)



The Learning Management System
as a consistent and reliable environment

Implementation to support education



Approach

February 2022

Early adopters
15-20 courses in 

Brightspace

May 2022

Early majority 
100 courses in Brightspace

Early majority
100 courses in 

Brightspace

September 2022

Live Blackboard 
Reference 
courses 

Weekly feedback 
from students 
👍 / 👎+ Note 



Magazine



Development Student portal layout

Development in consultation with student assessors



Student portal widgets
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Study Info and Career
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Consistent course template



Digital exams - Start

Unlock examcourse / 
lock coursesLogin SSO Check scheduled exams



Digital exams - Homescreen



Digital exams - Quiz



The Learning Management System
as the new standard

Going live



First day of Brightspace



The Learning Management System
transition complete?

Enter Generative AI, Learning Analytics, Personalized Learning, Flexible sche…
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