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From Recorded Lecture 
to Online Course: 
Transform Your 
Learning Experience

WHY MOVE TO ONLINE COURSES? 
Online courses provide a superior learning experience compared to recorded lectures or webinars. Here’s why:  

ASPECT ONLINE COURSES RECORDED LECTURE

Depth of Learning Comprehensive, structured, multi-module learning supports student 
success and lifelong learning, positioning the institution as a leader in 
academic and professional development

Surface-level coverage, 
time-limited

Pacing Self-paced modules enable students to learn at their convenience, 
accommodating busy schedules

Fixed, presenter-led timeline

Flexibility Available anytime, anywhere for ultimate convenience - meet the 
diverse needs of modern learners

Real-time participation required; 
recordings lack structure

Engagement Interactive content, multimedia and quizzes personalize the experience 
and enhance learner participation

Primarily lecture-based with 
limited polls or Q&A

Interaction Collaborative forums and group activities encourage networking 
and peer engagement

Minimal live Q&A or chat

Certification Integrated assessments and credentials, such as badges or certificates, 
support student achievement and demonstrate competencies to future 
employers or graduate programs.

Rarely offers credentialing 
beyond attendance certificates

Analytics Actionable insights on learner engagement and performance allow 
institutions to measure and improve program success

Basic attendance data and 
optional surveys

Longevity Scalable, reusable content with regular updates ensure relevance to 
learners’ evolving needs

One-time event with limited 
post- session value

Cost Effectiveness Strategic investment in learning programs deliver long-term value for 
institutions and their learners

Low initial cost but lacks 
scalability

Customization Tailored learning pathways can be aligned with learners’ specific 
goals and professional growth opportunities

Generalized content for broad 
audiences
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Let’s Talk

WHY CHOOSE D2L? 

Moving to online courses enables higher education 
institutions to:  

• enhance student learning through interactive, flexible
formats

• reach a broader and more diverse student population
with on-demand access

• offer micro-credentials and certificates that boost
student employability and academic value

• build academic communities and foster lifelong
alumni engagement

• monetize institutional expertise and academic content

• support learners throughout their academic journey
and into their professional careers

GENERALIZED CONTENT FOR BROAD AUDIENCES 

D2L can help transform your learning strategy with our 
award winning tools and expert guidance:

D2L Brightspace 
Create and deliver personalized learning at scale with 
powerful tools and customizable content. 

Strategic Consultation 
Identify key topics for expansion, align with your goals and 
design impactful courses. 

Instructional Design 
Create modular, interactive and multimedia-rich learning 
journeys that maximize engagement. 

Engaging Learner Experiences 
Add forums, gamification and collaboration tools to turn 
passive attendees into active participants. 

Data-Driven Insights 
Leverage Brightspace analytics to track learner progress 
and demonstrate ROI. 

Ongoing Support 
From staff raining on Brightspace tools to multimedia 
development, we’re your partner every step of the way.
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“The possibilities of what we can do are 
endless, and our partnership will continue 
to grow in the coming years. That’s in 
large part due to the robustness and 
flexibility of the Brightspace platform.”
Elizabeth Pearsall 
The American College 
of Financial Services
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